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Multicar: History

The history of Multicar mirrors the history of the auto-mobile and indeed world history: industrialisation, World War 2, the GDR regime, the demise of Communism and the highly-competitive world market. Committed employees at this courageous company have repeatedly rolled up their sleeves and mastered the various crises.

2nd August 1920

The heart of automobile construction in Germany beats in the states of Thuringia and Saxony. Engineer Arthur Ade and businessman Herrmann Irrgang set up the company “Maschinenfabrik Hörselgau Ade & Irrgang”. In a hall supplied by the Deutscher Hof restaurant, they build steel bands for solid automobile tyres. Wheelbarrows and sack trolleys, an innovative trailer coupling and trailers for trucks and passenger cars follow over the next 10 years.

May 1945

By the end of World War 2, more than 1,000 people are producing ammunition trailers as well as aerial photo development equipment and bearing races for tanks in the Ade plant.

1946

The Soviets seize the plant and dismantle it practically in full. The town of Waltershausen is given the remains free of charge by the Soviet military administration. 37 employees, clerks and engineers lease the site and set up “Gerätebau Waltershausen GmbH”. Scrap and material stocks from the former German Armed Forces are used to build farm gear, grass mowing machinery, fertiliser spreading vats and the like.

Summer 1948

In order “to prevent exploitation of the working class”, the limited company is dispossessed and its name changed to “VEB Fahrzeugwerk Waltershausen”.

1956

The VEB plant is meanwhile of enormous importance for the GDR. The first diesel-powered vehicle goes into production. After only a year, the 1,000th “diesel-powered ant” is celebrated – a vehicle with an open driver’s cab, no seat but with supporting straps and tread steering - representing the birth of the “Multicar”. The vehicle is given this name in October 1959 by an employee called Rilk whose suggestion wins the competition held within the company to find a suitable name.

16th March 1964

The new Multicar 22 is born. The driver now sits in a tractor and in-plant transporter with a closed one-man cabin, steering-wheel, dual-cylinder motor and four-speed synchromesh gear.

1977

The Multicar 23 was relegated to the back of a drawer nine years previously. But the Multicar 24-0 complies with growing customer requirements as the first Multicar with 2 seats!

16th March 1978

With a new face and new inner values, the Multicar 25 is the star of the Leipzig Spring Fair. A face whose traits can still be seen in today’s Multicar M 26. Its universal applications make it a typical “small-class vehicle”. In 1980, the Waltershausen vehicle plant is the world’s largest manufacturer of vehicles of this kind.

1st May 1990

Multicar dynamically masters the transition from the “Deficit Economy” to the free market economy. On 1st May, VEB Fahrzeugwerk Waltershausen changes its name to “Multicar Spezialfahrzeuge GmbH”. The company invests millions of marks in developing its production halls, a paint-shop, design department and EDP systems.

April 1991

Developed in line with western standards, the Multicar, Model 91, is presented at the Hanover Fair. The vehicle avails of the most modern engine of its kind at the time: a four-stroke four-cylinder diesel engine from Volkswagen with 1,896 ccm and 40 kW, which had only been delivered for testing nine months previous.

August 1992

The new Multicar 26 comes off the production line. Apart from “new comfort in the workplace”, it also offers a new hydraulics system developed in co-operation with Mannesmann-Rexroth. Such development partner-ships are now part of the new partner concept pursued by Multicar. Renowned machine manufacturers meanwhile offer more than one hundred front-fitted devices and attachments for the Multicar.

October 1994

Faster, more convenient and more efficient: the Multicar 26 Champion impresses with up to 78 kW and new power steering. 5,500 vehicles leave the plant within a period of four years. Many of them are still in use in yards all over the world.

19th August 1995

Multicar has two reasons to celebrate: apart from its 75th anniversary, the company is the first German vehicle manufacturer to be certified to DIN EN ISO 9001.

1997

Just how universally applicable the Multicar is is displayed by the talent for invention of engineers in Waltershausen. It progresses to become a mining vehicle and another variant is developed as an efficient tug for national and international airports.

1998

The future of Multicar is realigned. Collaboration with the Hako Group from Bad Oldesloe transforms Multicar into a competence centre for special vehicles. Sales in the former West German states and Western Europe are on the rise. In September 1998, two new vehicles move into the plant production halls: the Tremo 501 and 601 narrow-track tractors acquired from vehicle manufacturer Kramer. Multicar finally acquires the UX 100 from Daimler-Chrysler in April 1999 and manufactures it in Waltershausen.

October 2001

FUMO enters the race. An entirely new vehicle concept offers FUnction and MObility at the same time. The heart of the FUMO tractor is abreast with the pulse of the times.

June 2005

Two become one. The Hako plants and Multicar Spezialfahrzeuge merge to become a single company. Multicar now operates under the name of “Multicar, Zweigwerk der Hako-Werke GmbH”. The intensity of co-operation in the areas of development, purchasing and distribution is steadily increased rewarding the company with gratifying sales boosts within this highly competitive market. 

October 2006

Even before statutory stipulations and therefore as one of the first manufacturers of utility vehicles, the Multicar fleet goes into production with new Euro 4 engines. More than 20 Multicar service centres and over 200 company-trained service partners in Germany and sales partners all around the world are now responsible for ensuring that the Multicar continues to roll for many years to come.
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